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The Cleveland Museum of Art Features 


its Annual Mask Festival on April 27 
Circle of Masks Kicks Off the Parade the Circle Celebration 


CLEVELAND (March 26, 2003) — Preparations for the 14" annual Parade the Circle Celebration will begin at 
the Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) when it presents the Circle of Masks on Sunday, April 27, 2003. This free 
festival is offered from 1 to 4 p.m. and will culminate in an audience interactive dance performance. 

Those in attendance are invited to join the mask making festivities by creating masks based on Old Mas 
carnival characters. According to Robin VanLear, artistic director of the Parade and CMA’s community arts, “Old 
Mas Carnival is man’s celebration of his life, asserting his strength and ingenuity for surviving the struggle to coexist 
with nature and with mankind itself.” Parade artists Bruno Casiano, Hector Castellanos and Wendy Mahon will offer 
assistance in creating the masks by conducting the mask making workshops in the lower-level classrooms from 1 
to 3:15 p.m. 

Each artist will offer their expertise in designing masks based on different Old Mas characters and themes. 
Casiano will develop masks based on Vejigantes, Puerto Rican Carnival characters who blend the influences of 
African, Spanish and Caribbean cultures; Castellanos will design masks based on The Dance of the 24 Devils, an 
ancient Guatemalan folk drama and Mahon will create masks based on Midnight Robber, a Trinidad Carnival 
character born out of the desire to frighten and inspire. 

Visitors are also invited to view Bedeviled in the Gilded Age, a series of free dance performances in the 
Indoor Garden Court from 1:30 to 4 p.m. The performances by Antaeus Dance, a professional modern dance 
company based in Cleveland will include, FFA: Fairy Flight Academy (1:30 and 2:30 p.m.) choreographed by 
Holly Labbe and Infernal Dream (2 and 3 p.m.) choreographed by Artistic/Executive Director Joan Meggitt. 
Circle of Masks will come to a close with Springs among Stones (3:30 to 4 p.m.) in which the Antaeus Dancers 


will invite audience members to join in and express the creative personalities behind their festival masks. 


Parade the Circle Celebration Coming Soon 
With fun-filled activities and more than 50,000 spectators and 2,000 participants, this year’s annual Parade the 
Circle Celebration is sure to engage and delight those in attendance. Slated for Saturday, June 14, 2003, from 11 


a.m. to 4 p.m., the daylong community arts event will feature a colorful arts parade, family activities provided by 


(more) 
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more than 30 University Circle Organizations, food and performing artists. Located in Cleveland’s cultural hub — 
University Circle — this free event is presented by the Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) and University Circle 
Incorporated (UCI). 

Circle of Masks marks the beginning of the Parade season and is the first opportunity to see and purchase 
this year’s Parade posters and T-shirts designed by Circle of Masks artist Bruno Casiano. 

Parade the Circle Celebration is presented by the institutions of University Circle. The Parade is produced 
by the Cleveland Museum of Art and the Circle Village is coordinated by University Circle Incorporated. 

The Parade is sponsored by Sky Bank and the Womens Council of the Cleveland Museum of Art. 
Additional support for the event comes from the Ohio Arts Council, the Institute for Museum and Library Services, 
the Cleveland Coca-Cola Bottling Company, the City of Cleveland and Cleveland City Council members, Patricia 
J. Britt (Ward 6), Sabra Pierce Scott (Ward 8), and Kevin Conwell (Ward 9). 

Promotional support for Parade the Circle Celebration is provided by The Plain Dealer and 


89.7 FM WKSU. 
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